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LILLEHAMMER OLYMPIC LEGACY SPORTS CENTRE 
 

 

Olympic City: Lillehammer 

Country: Norway 

Edition of the Games:  

2016 Youth Olympic Games 

Preliminary remarks 

As you may have seen, two governance cases are dedicated to Lillehammer. Reasons that support this 

choice are twofold. First, Lillehammer hosted two editions of the Games. If the latter built upon the 

former to deliver great Games, it also produced its own legacy and consequently, structures to deal with 

it. Second, as legacy is about both venues and facilities at one side and education, knowledge transfer 

and experience sharing at the other side, two different cases were necessary to encompass various ways 

Lillehammer manages its Olympic legacy(ies). Inherited from the 1994 Games, the Lillehammer 

Olympiapark is a structure run by the municipality of Lillehammer that takes care of the majority of 

Olympic venues and events. The Lillehammer Olympic Legacy Sports Centre is an emanation of the 

Norwegian Sports Federation and Olympic and Paralympic Committee and is a direct legacy of the YOG.  

Obviously, many bridges and crossovers exist between these structures and collaboration and common 

understanding are key. The big picture also encloses the Norwegian Top Sports Centre of the Innland 

region dedicated to elite athletes (Olympiatoppen Innlandet), the University, the Olympic Legacy Studies 

Centre as well as the remaining Olympic venues run by other municipalities or private companies. With 

all these partners involved in managing Lillehammer’s Olympic legacy, clusters (venues, events, training, 

research, etc.) facilitate organisation and legacy management.  
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HOW LEGACY GOVERNANCE CONTINUED IN LILLEHAMMER 

Since 2017 

• 

Lillehammer & the region 

• 

https://www.facebook.com/ 

lillehammerolympiclegacysportscentre/ 

  • 

WHEN WHERE WEB 

 

 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…… 

 

Based on a successful 1994 Winter Games’ edition as well as on already existing and still in-use 

facilities, and with the strong feeling that Olympics were a success for the city, the region and the 

country, Lillehammer hosted the 2016 Youth Olympic Games. 1994 Lillehammer Games remain in 

collective memories as successful human-sized Games with high environmental and sustainability 

standards. And the YOG’s bid relied on the same narrative and beliefs. Børre Roglien, the head of the 

Norwegian Confederation of Sports at the time, made a promise on that December day in 2011: “We 

will build upon the 1994 legacy while creating a new legacy built by and for youth - for Norway and 

the rest of the winter sports world.”  

 

The YOG legacy included infrastructure and equipment, changes in lives of participants, development 

of Norwegian sport, renewed regional expertise and enthusiasm, and last but not least, a legacy 

Centre. “'Go Beyond. Create Tomorrow” is the vision that really says it all. We did not just plan and 

stage just the ten days. We staged Lillehammer 2016 to create tomorrow – a lasting legacy for the 

region and for Norwegian sport,” says Toms Holmestad, the CEO of Lillehammer 2016. 

In the post-YOG perspective, the Lillehammer Olympic Legacy Sports Centre was foreseen as a tribute 

to the youth and as an example for experience promotion and expertise sharing for the generations to 

come. This legacy centre conceived as a unique opportunity to share the passion and expertise in 

winter sports found in the region of Lillehammer with young elite athletes, coaches and managers 

from other nations – a great way for double-Olympic city Lillehammer and the whole region to give 

back to sport and to the Olympic Movement. It was inaugurated in December 2017 and now 

welcomes Norwegian and international young athletes, coaches, leaders and event organisers of 

Olympic winter sports.  

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/%20lillehammerolympiclegacysportscentre/
https://www.facebook.com/%20lillehammerolympiclegacysportscentre/
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VISION 

 

 

Legacy is… 

The LOLSC is a direct legacy of the 2016 Youth Olympic Games. At 

the time, the Ministry of Culture vision was as such: “The region shall 

create a centre of expertise for winter athletes targeted to young 

athletes, coaches and leaders from around the world in the years 

after 2016. The idea of the centre is to share Norwegian winter sports 

expertise to countries without the same resources and knowhow as 

Norway”, Minister of Culture, Linda Helleland.  

As for the Norwegian Sports Federation and the Olympic and 

Paralympic Committee, “the centre is an important contribution, 

both in view of the organisation’s work with increased involvement 

of young people in sport, as well as NOC’s international work”, 

President Tom Tvedt 

What’s next? 

By now LOLSC is only financed as a project which ends 31.12.2021. 

We are working on establishing the permanent centre also after this 

date but that has not been confirmed yet. At the moment, we only 

have funding for the project period throughout 2021.  

The main focus for 2020 and 2021 for LOLSC are the following 

projects: 

• International Training Camps for young athletes, coaches 

and leaders in the Olympic Winter Sports.  

• Legacy Research Projects focused on the long-term Legacy 

after 1994 and 2016.  

• Cooperation with China towards Beijing 2022 

• Dual Career Programme. Establishing programmes for 

international students/athletes to be able to combine their 

sporting career with education at the university level.  

 

OBJECTIVES 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate Olympism and its values 

Olympism is a philosophy that places sport at the heart of humanity 

and human development. It encourages the symbiotic interaction 

between culture, education and sport across all of society. Over the 

years, the spirit of Olympism has become a part of Lillehammer’s 

soul. The Lillehammer Olympic Legacy Sports Centre embodies this 

spirit. Through educational and cultural programmes, it helps to 

drive human development amongst the city of Lillehammer, the 

country and abroad with international cooperation. Based on its 

expertise on winter sports, the LOLSC is open to Norwegian and 

international young athletes, coaches, leaders and event organisers 

of Olympic winter sports, with a strong focus put on nations that do 

not have resources and expertise as Norway in winter sports to allow 

talented athletes to thrive at the centre.  
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Develop human capital and generate social cohesion 

The LOLSC aims to give young athletes, coaches & leaders the 

possibility to develop their skills inside winter sports. This 

knowledge-transfer and experience-sharing component 

complement the promotion of sport as such.  

Olympic Games, and later one the activation of legacy, are an 

opportunity to develop skills and know-how and incorporate these 

benefits into society at large. Through the engagement of the youth 

into sports, the LOLSC promotes the legacy of the 1994 Winter 

Olympic Games and the 2016 Youth Olympic Games. The LOLSC was 

founded on the boost of sport participation for generations to come 

that came thanks to the 2016 YOG.  

LOLSC activities are organised around three pillars including training 

camps; seminars based on some elements of the YOG Learn and 

Share programme; and China-Norway collaboration for 

development of winter sports in China ahead of the Beijing 2022 

Olympic Games.  

LOLSC organises training camps for young athletes, such as sliding, 

curling or cross-country skiing camps. It also promotes gender-

oriented camps, for instance with an international ski jumping-camp 

for women. The LOLSC also promotes involvement and engagement 

of the youth through the Young Leaders programme. As legacy and 

future are intrinsically linked, young athletes are hosted in the former 

Olympic village which was transformed into student 

accommodation.    

 

 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION 

Internal & External Stakeholders 
 

 

 

LOLSC is run under the umbrella of the Norwegian Sports Federation and Olympic 

and Paralympic Committee 

National Sports Federations in Norway and in other countries 

International Sports Federations 

IOC (through funding) 

Partnerships with Olympiatoppen Innlandet, Norwegian Top Sports Centre in the 

Innland Region 

Partnership with the LOSC, Lillehammer Olympic & Paralympic Studies Centre 

Coordination with the Municipality of Lillehammer and the County.  

 

 

Finance and Cost 
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Funding for a 4-year period (2017-2020) 

Governmental financial funding: 

NOK 6 million (EUR 5,350,000) from the surplus from the Norwegian State Lottery as 

a result of the redistribution of unused extraordinary grants to LYOCOG AS in 2015 

NOK 6 million (EUR 5,350,000) from the state grant to the Youth Olympics, referring 

to the Governmental resolution (Prop. 153 S (2010-2011) and recommendation 33 S 

from the Committee of Family and Cultural Affairs).  

Approximatively NOK 400,000 (EUR 350,000) from the liquidation of LYOCOG AS in 

December 2016 

IOC financial funding: 

NOK 1 million (EUR 900,000) 

Future funding from the Olympic Solidarity Programme 

Use of the Olympic Brand 

 

As the LOLSC is affiliated to the Norwegian Sports Federation and the Olympic and 

Paralympic Committee, it has the Olympic rings in its logo.  

Named “Olympic” Legacy Centre as a legacy of the Youth Olympic Games and already 

foreseen in the bid, the LOLSC carries on Olympic values and references.  

The emblem of the 2016 YOG is also displayed and visible within the city of 

Lillehammer.  

Human Resources and Time 

 

LOLSC has today two employees. One Project Manager in a 100 % position and one 

CEO in a 50 % position.  

 

 

EVALUATION 

 

The activites and projects in LOLSC are being evaluated by the Resource group behind 

LOLSC two times a year.  

  

KEY CHALLENGES 

 

The key challenge for LOLSC will be the long-term financing of the centre and its 

projects. The general level of costs in Norway is also a challenge to make camps etc 

attractive for young people from parts of the world with smaller resources.  

 

 

 

 

KEY LEARNINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
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For LOLSC, it has been essential to be able to cooperate with and use the 

competence in Olympiatoppen Innlandet.  

The key learnings behind the project so far will be that the long-term financing of 

the centre is going to be demanding to secure. We have to rely on public funding 

to secure this. Sustainable self-financing of the centre and its projects seems to be 

unrealistic to achieve.  

It is also essential to have a close cooperation with the national sport federations in 

Norway to be able to organize our projects with high quality.  

CONTACT 

 

Name: Jostein Buraas, CEO 

Email: jostein.buraas@olympiatoppen.no 

Website: https://www.facebook.com/lillehammerolympiclegacysportscentre/ 

 

Additional information 

https://www.olympiatoppen.no/om_olympiatoppen/regioner/innlandet/page4069.htm

l 

https://en-gb.facebook.com/pg/LoscLillehammer/about/ 

https://olympiaparken.no/en/ 

  

 

mailto:jostein.buraas@olympiatoppen.no
https://www.facebook.com/lillehammerolympiclegacysportscentre/
https://www.olympiatoppen.no/om_olympiatoppen/regioner/innlandet/page4069.html
https://www.olympiatoppen.no/om_olympiatoppen/regioner/innlandet/page4069.html
https://en-gb.facebook.com/pg/LoscLillehammer/about/
https://olympiaparken.no/en/
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