
 

 

 

Additional Trip – On-Site Visit 

GRENOBLE (Winter Olympic Games 1968) 

31 October 2018 – 2 November 2018 
 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION 

Wednesday, 31 October 2018 

4 pm – Departure from Lausanne to Grenoble by bus at the end of the Smart Cities & Sport 

Summit, in front of the Movempick Hotel (Bus REMY) 

Friday, 2 November 2018 

Departure from Grenoble to Lausanne by bus after the lunch – Stop at Geneva Airport at 5:30 

pm at the latest. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ACCOMMODATION 

 

Accommodation : Hotel Mercure Grenoble Centre Alpotel **** 

 

The participants will be staying at the Hotel Mercure Grenoble Centre Alpotel from 

Wednesday, October 31st to Friday, November 2nd 

 

 

     

  

https://www.accorhotels.com/fr/hotel-0652-hotel-mercure-grenoble-centre-alpotel/index.shtml


 

 

Programme 

Wednesday 31 October 2018 
16:00 Departure by bus 
18:30 Hotel 
19:30/45 Transfer by bus to the restaurant 
20:00 Diner at La table ronde 

7 place Saint André 
38000 Grenoble 

22:15/30 Transfer by bus to the hotel 
 

Thursday 1 November 2018 
8:30 Breakfast at the hotel 
9:30-12:30 Visit Olympic Footprints at Olympic Park, Fresque Malherbe, 

Olympic Village, with representatives of the Conservatoire 
Observatoire des Jeux Olympiques de Grenoble 
First part by foot, Second part by bus 

12:45-14:30 Lunch at Le 5, Musée de Grenoble 
5 Place Lavalette 
38000 Grenoble 

14:30-15:00  Walking transfer to Musée Dauphinois 
15:00-16:30 Guided Tour Exhibition 1968 OG 
16:30-17:15 Free tour Exhibition Winter Sports – The White Dream  
17:15-17:30 Walking transfer from Museum to Bus 
17:30-17:45 Bus Transfer to the Hotel 
19:15 Departure to the restaurant 
19:45 Diner at Chez Marius 

1, Place Notre Dame 
38000 Grenoble 

22:00/22:30 Transfer by bus to the hotel 
 

Friday 2 November 2018 
8:00 Breakfast at the hotel 
9:15 Check out and departure to Chamrousse 
10:00-10 :15 Stop at Casserousse Men Olympic Downhill 
10:30-12 :00 Reception at the Office du Tourisme with City of Chamrousse 

representatives. 1968 Olympic Games and 50th Anniversary 
Film projection followed by a discussion on Games’ 
celebrations and legacy activation.  

12:00 Mountain snacks with Chamrousse Officials 
13:30 
17:30 

Departure to Lausanne 
Stop at Geneva Airport 

18:30 Arrival at Lausanne 
 

 



 

 

Thursday, November 1, 2018 

Guided tour (Office du Tourisme, Grenoble) within the City including Olympic venues and 

Olympic footprints such as the Palais des Sports, the Olympic Cauldron or the recently 

inaugurated colourful 1968 Olympics Mural in Malherbe area (Malherbe Olympique 1968-

2018).  

     

 

 
Musée Dauphinois, special exhibition on 1968 Olympic Winter Games. 
Guided tour for the Members of the Union 

            

THE EXHIBITION  

In 2018 the Department of Isère celebrates the 50th anniversary of the Winter Olympics in 

Grenoble. In February 1968 the city hosted the 10th Winter Olympics. The French team’s 

exploits during the Games are fondly remembered to this day. Beyond the sporting impact of 

the event, the visual appearance of Grenoble and its surrounding area were drastically altered 

as a result of the Olympics, which also coincided with the Musée dauphinois moving to its 

current location at Sainte-Marie d’en-Haut. The Games enabled the city to make up lost 

ground in terms of its infrastructure and cultural facilities, while boosting the growth of winter 

sports in Isère. Their legacy includes roads, buildings and a whole host of developments that 

https://www.isere-tourisme.com/patrimoine-culturel/vasque-olympique
http://www.musee-dauphinois.fr/3860-grenoble-1968.htm


 

 

are still an important part of people’s daily lives in Isère.  

From the ancient Games to the modern Olympics  

Although surrounded by myth and legend, the first Games are generally dated to 776 BC. They 

are said to have taken place on the initiative of Iphitos, King of Elis, the home of the sacred 

sanctuary of Olympia. The Games were intended to bring a halt to the incessant and deadly 

wars that raged between Greece’s cities, by enforcing a truce for the duration of the event. 

From this moment onwards, they were held every four years. Banned at the end of the 4th 

century AD by the Roman Emperor Theodosius I due to their pagan nature, they were 

reinstated in Athens in 1896 under the leadership of Pierre de Coubertin.  

Long before Grenoble 1968, Isère’s history contains clear traces of Olympic activities. As early 

as 1832, Games were organised by the Petit Séminaire du Rondeau de Grenoble (now 

Vaucanson High School). One of the participants was a certain Henri Didon, a native of nearby 

Le Touvet and a future Catholic priest, to whom we owe the Olympic motto Citius, Altius, 

Fortius: Faster, Higher, Stronger.  

Symbols of the Olympics  

Numerous symbols are connected to the organisation of the Games. One of them is the 

famous flame, which is borrowed from the Ancient Olympics and remains lit throughout the 

event. Since the creation of the modern Games, a ceremony to ignite the flame has  

taken place a few months prior to each competition. It is then passed from one carrier to the 

next until it arrives in the host city. Another ancient tradition is the Olympic Oath, which 

reminds the competitors of the spirit of the event and harks back to that taken by ancient 

Greek athletes before Zeus. Written by Pierre de Coubertin for the modern Games, the oath 

was pronounced for the first time at the 1920 Summer Olympics in Antwerp. We also have 

Pierre de Coubertin to thank for the Olympic rings, which represent unity between the five 

continents and the coming together of athletes from across the world.  

Since Athens 1896, the Games have also had their own anthem and an official mascot has 

been created for every Olympiad since Grenoble 1968.  

Grenoble: from candidate city to winning city  

Grenoble’s bid to hold the 1968 Winter Olympics was born in the mountains. The idea was 

first floated in 1960 by a group of men that included bridge engineer Georges Cumin and 

architect Laurent Chappis, who saw Chamrousse as a ski resort with a bright future. Seizing 

the opportunity the Games provided to bring their plan to fruition, they immediately received 

the support of Francis Raoul, Prefect of Isère, Raoul Ardouin, President of the Dauphiné Ski 



 

 

Committee, and Albert Michallon, Mayor of Grenoble. The city soon made its bid official. 

Thanks to a striking promotional campaign, the city was awarded the Games ahead of its 

Canadian rival Calgary. In January 1964, as the Winter Olympics in Innsbruck were drawing to 

a close, Grenoble’s modern communication strategy, typified by Jack Lesage’s promotional 

film, tipped the odds in its favour.  

A sizeable challenge  

Having won the bid, Grenoble was duty-bound to make its Winter Olympics a success. The 

lion’s share of the work still lay ahead. The city received strong backing from the government 

through Prefect Maurice Doublet, who in 1963 set up a commission in charge of planning the 

facilities required. In 1964, Grenoble’s Organising Committee for the Olympic Games (OCOG) 

was formed, presided by the city’smayor and directed successively by senior civil servants 

Pierre Randet and Robert Héraud.  

The French President, Charles de Gaulle, showed particular interest in the preparations for the 

Games, which had a role to play in raising France’s profile on the world stage. Three-quarters 

of the 1.1 million francs that it cost to host the Games were provided by the government. The 

city gained numerous infrastructures that it had previously lacked.  

Elected in 1965 over outgoing Gaullist mayor Albert Michallon and backed by a team com- 

prising members of civil society, Hubert Dubedout picked up the baton of Grenoble’s Olympic 

adventure. He wasted no time in cooperating with the government to meet the challenge 

head on.  

Culture: a key component of Grenoble’s Olympic movement  

Hubert Dubedout’s municipal council added a strong cultural dimension to its Olympic project, 

chiefly under the impetus of Bernard Gilman. Drawing notably from the experience gathered 

during his time in the popular education movement Peuple et Culture, the mayor helped to 

shape Grenoble’s image as a thoroughly modern city. In 1967, the International Sculpture 

Symposium brought contemporary art onto the city’s streets, including those of the newly 

constructed Olympic Village. Implemented with the support of the French government, the 

policy culminated in the creation of the Maison de la Culture, the cultural headquarters 

inaugurated by cabinet minister André Malraux on 3 February 1968. On the same day, the 

Musée Dauphinois reopened at Sainte-Marie-d’en-Haut, a former convent restored for the 

purpose. Socio-cultural centres, neighbourhood libraries and a new music conservatoire were 

all added to the landscape of this rapidly changing city.  

The great transformation  

Thanks to the Games, which coincided with a period of profound demographic growth, 



 

 

Grenoble experienced its most significant urban transformation of the 20th century. Do- zens 

of construction projects sprouted up across the city between the summer of 1965 and late 

1967. To meet rising demand for labour, a considerable number of foreign workers were 

brought to the region, the majority from Algeria. In addition to the construction of Olympic 

facilities (the athletes’ villages, the ice stadium, the speed skating ring, the ski jumping venues 

in Saint-Nizier-du-Moucherotte and Autrans, the luge and bobsleigh tracks in Villard-de- Lans 

and Alpe d’Huez, and the Alpine ski runs of Chamrousse), to which the region’s mountain 

troops contributed immensely, the city performed much-needed upgrades to its roads, 

particularly those leading to its surrounding resorts. It also built a host of brand-new facilities, 

including a new city hall and police headquarters, a railway station, a fire station and a 

hospital. A new airport was opened in Saint-Étienne-de-Saint- Geoirs to replace Grenoble’s 

Jean-Mermoz aerodrome.  

How Isère’s businesses contributed to the Games  

On the eve of the Games, Isère was already home to numerous companies involved in winter 

sports, all riding on the rising popularity of skiing in the Alps. Rossignol and Dynamic, the two 

spearheads of the Alpine skiing industry, provided the French team with equipment, while Le 

Trappeur supplied their footwear. In the clothing sector, Moncler was another source of local 

pride. Isère was also able to count on the know-how accumulated by two longstanding 

ropeway manufacturers, Poma and Montaz Mautino.  

The area’s economic fabric was able to capitalise on the buzz generated by the Games and on 

France’s medals to promote its brands.  

Promoting the Games  

For the first time in the history of the Games, a consistent overall visual identity made the 

event more easily recognisable. Having been charged with its design, Roger Excoffon created 

the event’s emblem, as well as the pictograms symbolising the various Olympic disci- plines. 

In reference to the Dauphiné, Grenoble’s historical surrounding region, “Dof” the dolphin was 

selected as the official mascot for the Games. But it was Shuss, a character designed by Aline 

Lafargue at the request of advertising agency Publinel, that remained etched in people’s 

memories. The mascot became the first in Olympic history.  

A plethora of spin-off merchandise was created, including both day-to-day items (key rings, 

plates, jugs, etc.) and luxury products (bottles of champagne, silk scarves, etc.). Various stamps 

and postcards were also produced.  

Several brands sponsored the event to become “official suppliers of the Olympic Games”, 

providing transport for the athletes or fuel for vehicles, for instance.  



 

 

The planet sets its clocks to Grenoble time  

In Grenoble, the French Radio and Television Broadcasting Office (ORTF) took on an un- 

precedented task. Thanks to the INTELSAT 1 and ATS satellites, Olympic events would be 

broadcast live and in colour across the world for the first time in history. American TV channel 

ABC covered the Games for the American continent and Australia, while NHK obtained the 

broadcasting rights for Japan. An official film, 13 Days in France, was produ- ced by Claude 

Lelouch and Francois Reichenbach, while Grenoble-based agency Photo- press, headed by 

Georges Rollet, was contracted to provide press coverage of the event. The press office for 

the Games, which was run by Paul Blanc, a Dauphiné Libéré newspaper executive, played host 

to some 1,500 journalists.  

Ella Fitzgerald, Johnny Hallyday, Sylvie Vartan, Charles Aznavour, Dalida, Audrey Hepburn and 

Farah Diba, the Empress of Iran, were just some of the celebrities invited during the course of 

the fortnight. A series of concerts were held to mark the occasion.  

The Olympic fortnight  

1,158 athletes from 37 countries, including 947 men and 211 women, paraded around the 

stadium during an opening ceremony presided by General de Gaulle, in front of a crowd of 

around 60,000. The fortnight was marked by the exploits of the French alpine skiing team led 

by Jean-Claude Killy, who won three golds (downhill, slalom and giant slalom). French athletes 

took home nine medals overall. Among the highlights were the two cross-country skiing 

victories of Sweden’s Toini Gustafsson, Italy’s Franco Nones unexpectedly winning a title in 

the same discipline in defiance of the Scandinavians’ dominance of the Nordic events, and the 

gold medal-winning performance of American figure skater Peggy Fleming. The Olympiad also 

featured two epic games of ice hockey between Czechoslovakia and the USSR, who eventually 

emerged victorious. Along with the athletes and the organisers of the Games, thousands of 

volunteers contributed to the event’s success.  

The geopolitical Olympics!  

What was the international context surrounding the Olympic Games in Grenoble? 1968 was 

an eventful year for political and social affairs in France and beyond. The Games took place 

shortly before the protests of May 1968 that spread across the country. Elsewhere in the 

world, the Cold War rumbled on, the Soviet Union invaded Czechoslovakia in August and the 

Americans became increasingly bogged down in Vietnam.  

In the United States the assassination of Martin Luther King in April, shortly before that of 

Senator Bob Kennedy, proved once again that racial segregation was far from extinct in the 

country. During the Summer Games in Mexico, on the podium for the men’s 200 metres, the 

sprinters Tommie Smith and John Carlos raised their fists in support of the Black Panthers 



 

 

Party, which fought for the rights of African Americans.  

On the sporting front, the city of Tel Aviv hosted the 3rd Summer Paralympic Games, further 

cementing the international recognition of disabled athletes.  

So how did it all turn out?  

With its global audience, stunning performances by the athletes, a superb medal haul for the 

French team and the smooth running of every event, the Games were a clear success from an 

organisational perspective. However, spectator numbers were considerably lower than 

anticipated by the organisers, with half a million tickets sold – half the expected figure.  

But Grenoble 1968 had much more than just a sporting impact. It helped to reshape the 

Department of Isère and its capital, whose image became that of a forward-looking city at the 

cutting edge of innovation.  

However, despite the government’s strong commitment to Grenoble’s Olympic project, the 

overriding opinion among locals is that the area’s inhabitants took on the bulk of the financial 

burden of holding the Games.  

What has been the legacy of the Games?  

The Olympics left many lasting marks on the Department of Isère. In Grenoble itself, Paul 

Mistral Park and the Olympic Village are the main artefacts that remain from this international 

event. But time has not always been kind. The speed skating ring is no longer used for its 

original purpose, while the ski jumping hill in Saint-Nizier-du-Moucherotte has fallen into 

disrepair. Meanwhile, the bobsleigh track in Alpe d’Huez has quite simply vanished from the 

landscape.  

Fifty years on from the event, the collective memory of the Olympics has faded. Inhabi- tants 

of Isère who did not witness the Games are often oblivious to its importance for the area. And 

yet, there is a long list of developments that date back to the era and from which the local 

population continues to benefit today. These include many of the roads, public buildings and 

apartment blocks they use on a daily basis.  

The dawn of a new era  

The Grenoble Games marked a turning point in the history of the Olympics. The event’s 

promotion, its unprecedented media exposure and the professionalization of its 

administrative processes, notably the appearance of drug testing and gender verification, 

were just some of the changes initiated. The retirement of IOC President Avery Brundage in 

1972 was a watershed moment for the institution. The days of amateur competitors were 



 

 

virtually gone. The financial and political stakes were suddenly ramped up. The 2014 Winter 

Olympics in Sochi, Russia, cost twenty times more than the Grenoble Games and played host 

to almost three times as many athletes. Now more than ever, it is not just the host city that 

must get behind such events, but the entire surrounding region. Indeed, the Department of 

Savoie stood firmly behind Albertville’s successful bid for the 1992 Games, the third to take 

place in the French Alps after Chamonix in 1924 and Grenoble in 1968.  

Faster, Higher, Stronger.  

Translated from Latin, the famous Olympic motto coined by Isère native Henri Didon over a 

century ago is perhaps deserving of a rethink in today’s performance-focused world. In what 

spirit did the founders of the modern Olympics intend this expression to be understood? 

When one considers the indiscretions of athletes, particularly the doping practices that have 

plagued elite sport, the preamble to the Olympic Charter published in 1908 on the instigation 

of Pierre de Coubertin serves as a useful reminder: “Olympism seeks to create a way of life 

based on the joy of effort, the educational value of good example, social responsibility and 

respect for universal fundamental ethical principles.”  

50 years later  

The 50th anniversary of the Games is an opportunity to examine their legacy. And what a 

legacy it is! Grenoble 1968 played a crucial role in shaping this area. But the various marks 

they left on our urban and mountain landscapes are often discrete and little known to the 

public at large. The term “Olympic” itself is rarely used in public spaces. Of course there is the 

Olympic Village, a high school and an avenue, but this does not add up to a great deal. And 

yet, the Games are a fundamental part of Isère’s heritage, one that deserves to be passed 

down to those who were not lucky enough to experience them.  

 

 

  



 

 

Have a glance at the newly inaugurated long-term exhibition: The white dream! 

 

THE WHITE DREAM. EPIC WINTER SPORTS IN THE ALPS 

Long-term exhibition on display at the Dauphinois Museum 

The thought of winter sports evokes escape to untouched wilderness, images of light 

powder snow and reliving epic conquests amongst friends gathered around the fireplace. 

Yet expectations and trends have changed to such an extent in the 20th century, is the white 

dream enough to attract the crowds to ski resorts these days? What’s more, visitor numbers 

to medium-altitude sites is dependent on snow cover, which has become an unpredictable 

phenomenon. In mountainous regions, climate change is a concern local stakeholders have 

been dealing with for a while. What, then, would the average ski resort look like in the 21st 

century? 

Winter sports, a 20th century construct 

From the close of the 19th century, mountainous terrain has progressively been shrugging off 

its austerity, making way for board sports, and attracting ever increasing numbers of visitors. 

In just a few decades, this terrain has transformed itself into a vast recreational area where 

good health is touted through advertising. Champions give the younger generations 

something to dream about and equipment brands have become nothing short of iconic, such 

as Alphonse Allais’s Rossignol Allais 60s, Jean-Claude Killy’s famous Dynamic VR17s and Régis 

Rolland’s Apocalypse snowboard. 



 

 

Skiing for everyone! 

The white gold rush gathered impetus in the Sixties. The economic stakes affirmed itself at 

French national level. This gave rise to the integrated ski resort which, through the Snow Plan, 

saw support provided to local stakeholders and communities. A hundred and fifty thousand 

beds were “opened” between 1971 and 1975. On the back of this growth came the necessary 

innovations, especially in terms of ski lifts, while big names were born: POMA, GMM. 

Skiing in summer, pedalling in winter! 

More recently, new snow sports trends and a different appreciation for snow and the 

wilderness have called for change to which the ski resorts need to adapt. New practices, new 

communities, new networks? Tourism in the digital age, where everyone is free to share their 

opinion and impressions, is a major revolution. 

Ski resorts of the future? 

In this regard, climate change, the management of natural resources, the digital age, 

diversification of ski practices and related leisure activities lead us to ponder the ski resort of 

the future. A number of filmed testimonies address these questions in the exhibition and 

outline, each in their own area of expertise, solutions to ensure that the experience of skiing 

in the Alps always satisfies the White Dream. 

Posters, photographs, postcards, documentaries, clothing and skis from all periods - data-

images, interactive terminals, films and recent testimonies from mountain stakeholders 

host the exhibition, inviting visitors to relive the history of winter sports in the Alps. 

  



 

 

Friday, November 2, 2018 

Chamrousse  

 
 

The origin of the name “Chamrousse”  

There are several theories concerning the origin of this name, here are the main ones:  

According to some people, Chamrousse holds its name from a preceltic root : “calm, chalm” 

meaning “high bare and stony plateau”.  

In the book written by Henri Vincent, dating back from 1888, “Les 22 années du Père Tasse à 

Chamrousse”, the researches from Mr Pilot de Thorey are explained: he names among the 

titles of the Chartreuse de Prémol a donation act from 1260, written in Latin, where you could 

find the words “culmen rupham”, which would be the exact translation of “Chamerousse”, 

with reference to “ChameChaude” (“cime chaude”), the highest summit in the Vercors.  

According to others, the name Chamrousse would originate from the sunsets during which 

the snow has a wonderful shade. Chamrousse would also mean “le champ roussi” (the red 

field)  

 

Chamrousse, birthplace of French alpine skiing  

1863 – First chalet in Chamrousse  

The Père Tasse builds a chalethostel at RocheBéranger, he stays about 5 months a year in 

average, until 1885. In 2008, the rare republishing of the book written by Henri Vincent “Les 

22 années du Père Tasse à Chamrousse” dating back from 1888, allows us to better 

understand the life of the “hermit of Roche Béranger”. He gets many visits from French and 

foreign people fond of hiking and open spaces.  

1878  First ski trials  

Henri DUHAMEL, an alpinist from Grenoble, discovered a pair of skis at the Scandinavian stand 

of the Universal Exhibition of Paris. He wanted to try this mean of transport known exclusively 

in Northern Europe. It’s on the slopes of Recoin in Chamrousse that he performed his first 

descents with skis on.  



 

 

 
1887  Construction of the chalet de la Pra by the French Alpine Club  

1891  Henri DUHAMEL realized the first winter ski ascent to the Croix de Chamrousse  

1893 – First alpine ski area  

The Society of Tourists of the Dauphiné (STD) sets up an alpine garden in Chamrousse 1750 

(exRoche Béranger) where it rents a chalet. A weather station is added next to it.  

1902  The first “collective” ascent to the Croix de Chamrousse is realized  

1911 – Ground rental in Chamrousse to practice skiing  

The Alpine Ski Club gets an area of 3000m2 to hire for 99 years, from the count St Ferriol, 

owner of Recoin’s meadows. He constructs the first mountain shelter dedicated to skiing.  

1929 – Ski club and access road founding  

Chamrousse ski club is founded. Creation of the road to access the resort. It won’t reach 

Chamrousse 1650 (ex Recoin) via Chamrousse 1750 (exRoche Béranger) before 1949.  

1950 – Birth of Chamrousse ski resort  

The resort is born. The schedule spreads from 1950 to 1960. A convention is signed between 

Isere department and the Society for Chamrousse development.  

1952  Construction of the cable car of the Croix de Chamrousse  

Construction and opening of the cable car of the Croix de Chamrousse. It was, together with 

the one of Courchevel Sauluire, the world’s faster and most modern.  

1961 – Roche Béranger construction  

Development of the residential area of Chamrousse 1750 (exRoche Béranger). From this year 

on, Chamrousse has two activity centres: Recoin (currently Chamrousse 1650) and Roche 

Béranger (currently Chamrousse 1750).  

 

From Grenoble Winter Olympic Games of Grenoble to Chamrousse 2030 project  

1968  Winter Olympic Games of GrenobleChamrousse Men and women results:  

JeanClaude KILLY becomes a ski legend by winning 3 gold medals in descent, giant slalom and 



 

 

special slalom.  

Guy PERILLAT wins the silver medal in descent. Marielle GOITSCHEL wins the gold medal in 

special slalom. Isabelle MIR wins the silver medal in descent. Annie FAMOSE wins the silver 

medal in giant slalom and the bronze medal in special slalom.  

Athletes of all nations have their accommodation in the children villages of Bachat Bouloud, 

which have now become the tourist residence of Villages du Bachat (previously Domaines de 

l’Arselle).  

1989  Creation of Chamrousse commune and election of its first town council  

2001 – Passage of the Tour de France  

The Tour de France is in Chamrousse on July, 18th. It’s the 11th stage : time trial 

Grenoble/Chamrousse. 300,000 to 500,000 people were on the tour (according to the 

newspaper “Dauphiné Libéré”. 2005  Renovation of Bachat Bouloud villages with the 

construction of the apartment hotel “Le Domaine de l’Arselle” (named todfay Les Villages du 

Bachat).  

2006  Renovation of the Renouveau building with the construction of an apartment hotel 

“L’Ecrin des Neiges***”  

2007  Renovation of the Youth and Sports centre with the construction of an apartment hotel 

“Les Balcons de Recoin” and a wellness centre – SPA open to the public  

2009  Opening of La Croix gondola, replacing the cablecar and two chairlifts  

2013  Landscaping of la Croix de Chamrousse summit  

The summit of La Croix was made up of the former arrival station of the former cablecar, 

comprising a mountain restaurant, the disused Météo France site and a TDF 

infrastructure. The site’s landscaping has been both a global environmental step and a will to 

enhance the site’s tourism (for families, walkers, skiers...) The site has retrieved its natural 

aspect. The unnecessary elements, such as the remnants of former works have been 

removed. The cablecar’s arrival station and the restaurant were demolished. With a totally 

new architecture in a mountain landscape, the new restaurant was designed to fit into the 

natural profile of the dome. The north part of the building was buried and the south and west 

parts glazed. It is accessible to disabled people. A special attention was given to the site’s 

landscaping with a quality nature atmosphere. The ski area was reshaped for the access to the 

Olympique Hommes slope. Innovating solutions concerning water and cleaning up are also 

thought about, as well as a way to decrease the visual impact of the TDF net especially.  

2014 – Arrival stage of the Tour de France  

2016 – New Casserousse chairlift replacing the two draglifts Casserousse and Marmottes 

2018 – Celebration of the 50th anniversary of Grenoble Olympics 
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